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Partnering
with Neighbouring

Countries for
Economic and

Social Development

It is an eternal truth that no man
is an island and this applies to
nations as much as to individ-
uals. Because nations depend
on one another, Thailand has
embraced partnership with its
neighbours as it pursues sustain-
able economic development.
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Editor Talk

The word “Friendship” conveys a pos-
itive, warmhearted feeling. Most significantly, its
definition also relates to the operational
approach of the Neighbouring Countries
Economic Development Cooperation Agency
or "NEDA”. NEDA has been tasked with promot-
ing relationships and enhancing collaboration
between Thailand and neighbouring countries
in a friend-to-friend manner. “Friendship” was
therefore selected as the title for NEDA News-
letter in which the inaugural issue is in your
hands right now.

To be released every six months,
Friendship Newsletter is packed with updates
on progress and benefits of collaborative
co-operation for economic development
between Thailand and ifs seven neighbouring
countries, comprising Cambodia, Myanmar,
Lao PDR, Vietham, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and
Timor-Leste.

On the occasion that the Friendship
Newsletter launched its inaugural issue, Assoc.
Prof.Varakorn Samakoses, Ph.D Chairman of the
Board director of NEDA, gives an interview in
which he shares his views on NEDA’s mission
in the past as well as its directions to move
forward to develop economic corridors be-
tween Thailand and other countries within the
region with an emphasis on fostering friendship
among the countries.
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Partnering with our Neighbours towards

Economic and Social Development

Nations are similar to humans, in that they
need to cooperate with their neighbours to enhance
their situation and build a sustainable economy.

The inception of Neighbouring Countries
Economic Development Cooperation Agency (Public
Organization), or NEDA, was aimed at setting up
an organization to forge productive cooperation
in the region. On this important occasion af the
launch of this “Friendship” newsletter, NEDA presents
an interview of Assistant Professor Dr. Varakorn
Samakoses, Chairman of the Board of Directors, on
the roles of the agency, along with an outline of
our aspirations for strengthened friendship between
Thailand and our international friends who share
border with us.

Operational Guidelines

NEDA is an arm of Thai government
inftended to foster relationships with neighbouring
countries, based on mutfual and sustainable benefit.
NEDA has been driven with solid intent to promote
the development of economic infrastructure and
fransport networks within the region, via financing
with low interest rates and shared technical
assistance. Within the sub-regional and bilateral
frameworks, NEDA cooperates with four countries
in this collaboratfion, namely Cambodia, Lao PDR,
Myanmar and Vietham for economic development
and currently NEDA scope of cooperation has
extended to Bhutan, Timor-Leste and Sri Lanka,
who have already been approved for membership.

Over the past 10 years, most assistance
has been directed to develop road construction,
which, in our view, is still not the best form
of cooperation. There are also Water Supply
Construction Project for five districts in Lao PDR.,
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Feasibility Study and Detailed Design of Than Hoa
Obstetrics and Gynecology Hospital, Thann Hoa
province, Socialist Republic of Vietnam, Feasibility
Study and Conceptual Design of Power System
Development in Yangon City Project (North
Okkalapa and North Dagon Township), etc. These
endeavors have created mutual benefits for all
concerned parties, in terms of both the economy
and society.

NEDA Roles in ASEAN

NEDA missions have been focused on
the support of the upcoming advent of AEC in
2015, wherein Thailand will play an important role
in linking transport networks in this region, whether
by air or via land routes. To this end, NEDA is
engaged in enhancing the full connectivity of
the necessary infrastructure. A notable project is
Poodoo-Paklay Road Construction Project in
Lao PDR, which links with National Road No. 11 (NR
11) Road Improvement Section Ban Tad Thong — Nam
Sang Bridge and to Sang Thong District Project that
was previously developed with assistance received
from Thailand. This project is part of the GMS (Greater
Mekong Subregion) program and the Chiang Mai -
Vientiane Economic Corridor, which will facilitate
tfransport from the lower North (Uttaradit Province)
fo the capital of Lao PDR - Vientiane (200 km)
and flourishing trade, investment and tourism along
the route.

The road construction from Chiang Rai -
Kunming via the Lao PDR (R3) Road Improve-
ment Project (Houi Xay — Ban Sod Section) 84.77
km. This project enhances connectivity of the
North - South Economic Corridor under the GMS
program to promote more convenient fransport

to China.

AT ARAREUITUS AN Ie AU TREamTinNaY

v
KX A

Fpanunsarindanunlaasaanauy
NN9A519NUUNLNELEY R3 fedanAdadiy
wuamlunnuRRIuIL AT HERAUA T AIALUAN I AUBY
atll.a17 NReen1simunlAsad siugIuIeAIY
mummmﬁaaﬁfuaquiﬁﬂﬁzmﬁmmmL%:Jﬂ'ﬂ
fudszinaiautinuld (Land-link) vanedunig
217 AnPReEsdundua s undinlag e Ldinung
Uszmalne chungunnasldfenals dhumalng
panlllszimedenlls 1aumelldauniaids
v :i o v
wiaumsaduayulvidszamaululezine
anunsodnyasalasiulaisdsama ludnuasugia
vi’ﬂﬁl,ﬁmmiamu Ly maamu‘luﬁfrvnwl,l,wmmuauﬁ
WaussnNInduAuazsnsuadiuiniianisAn
HAULAL  LAaZAIUNITVadLAENA L @NLNINULNEFIUIL
e o4 4 ox e 0 A o
dnviawigniuay  Taganizidnyiawnegiumaud
AL el ifinaanau
Fatiu aziuInelAnIusIuLss Ny
TnafudsuimAnautiniu UananANUNIMTNAIUNIS
Warunuavdszlaadsuiundns  Fauflunisidinuninu
Qs @ (q‘d v v =3 QI é/ = Vv
FUuENA Wt LLTnnENIueN A @

Technical Assistance (TA) & Finoncial Assistance {FA]

Total 52 Projects at amount 12,465.58 MB.
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25 Projects
8,034.10 MB.

3 Projects
2,184.80 MB.

e
Ve

\

L 1)
M

% 3 Projects 3 Projects
*, 188.00 MB. 142,90 ME.
My

Other Benefits

Apart from growing frade and investment
between Thailand, China and Lao PDR, the R3 Route
will promote constructive relationships between Thai-
land and Lao PDR. Via this route, Lao authorities will
be able to access the northern part of the country
where a number of minorities reside, enabling better
service provision by important central agencies.

In addition, R3 Road construction is con-
sistent with the Lao PDR’s national economic and
social development guidelines, which aim to develop
land-links between Lao PDR and other countries in
the region, such as from Vientiane - across Mekong
River - Bangkok - Hat Yai - Singapore - Malaysia.

Another key benefit is for the people of
Lao PDR., to afford greater accessibility to fravel,
which will initiate new investments in businesses such
as ferries to further promote border trade. Tourism
will also grow, especially for Chinese travelers who
will easily be able to reach Thailand by land routes
via Chiang Mai.

Blessed by this regional cooperation,
natfional development and mutual benefits are
evident, while international relationships are
strengthened. @
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Neighbours Corner

To inaugurate this first edition, we infroduce to you the fraditional style

of greefing in each nation.
Greetings are formal civilities that have been developed over a long
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AIUIU Lﬂumimwammmmqmmuiumimmﬁmaﬂnumqu,iﬂ MT@‘VIﬂVHﬂﬂ‘lﬂu . ) . . .

U or when meeting someone on different occasions. People of different nation-
alities or races have individual fraditions for greeting others, both in words
and gestures, for example, Wai — pressing the hands together at the chest or
forehead, hand-shaking or bowing.

In Thailand, we say “Sawasdee”, with “ka” for ladies or “krab” for

Tamana g Tneluwsazauan@mazdananvinmeuazuaasmisnuanansiueanty
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WU n9dszundalng nneduile wranslAvAntiu Husu
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Arinmeaeding znandA1in Cadass drazlignaniuauaziad
Aevingd Az’ EWTLENAN vi3e “AFL” dwiLiTie  wusReaiuazidneing
gentlemen to be more polite, while performing the Wai.
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In other countries in this region, we find different ways of greetings. as follows:

909 ann, fute Tasszinadt ann, 1Fsidunaiteanusudenauiassgia 1. The Kingdom of Cambodia or Cambodia

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic or Lao PDR
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar or Myanmar
The Socialist Republic of Vietham or Vietham

The Kingdom of Bhutan or Bhutan

luglinia 7 dszina dsznavdie
1. 919DIUNANTANYIN 99 iy’
angrsuigUsransulnedszanauany vive tavl.ann”

AN8ITUTUNANNTEUNNS WiEe “Lllauung”
The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or Sri Lanka
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AETUIFNALUBUEMUNL Y38 "LIEAUI The Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste or Timor-Leste

TNURUNNNTHNU UTR "N And how to say thank you in their languages:

S e S

angrsuigdsantioutlsrsilngASainn vise “AFAINT”
7. angrsauguszanslmeRuei-aawn vise “Ausd-laain”
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Greetings of the seven neighbouring countries under financial assistance of NEDA
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ald.a17/Lao PDR
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(Mingalar Par)

A 7 Au 1 e
(Kyay Zu fin par tai)
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ALBU
(Cam On)

Ul
(Xin Chao)
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Next time you meet friends from our neighbouring
countries, we hope you can greet them or say thank you in

Ban
(Istuti)

BIELIT
(Ayubawon)

their native languages. This is both respectful and positive,
sure to make good impression.

Goodbye for now and we look forward to keeping
you further updated in the next edition of our newsletter.

U LA
(Bondia)

Taugnng/lausnian
(Obrigadu/Obrigada)
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| g ‘| submit the answer by June 30th, 2014 to win prizes. The first 100 winners will each receive a souvenir

2 AEIEY from NEDA:
7 9|56 1. 1nn1 Pointer USB 4 GB 41U 50 $1974
1 |2 6 | 1 USB Flash Drive Laser Pointer Pen-4 GB (50 prizes)
3|9 7.5 | 2 ufnhifiuaudeu-fiu NEDA 47U 50 9978

NEDA insulated mug (femperature retention) (50 prizes)
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ROD Signing of NEDA and MPWT in Cambodia

On October 17, 2013, at the Ministry of Public Works and Transport (MPWT) of Cambodia, Mr. Teerasak
Mongkolpod, Senoir Vice President and Acting President of NEDA, and H.E. Lim Sedinine, Secretary of State,
signed a Record of Discussions to support the development of permanent checkpoint in Stung Bot and a road
fo join Cambodia’s Highway No. 5.
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Preliminary Examination of Women’s Hospital Project in Thanh Hoa, Vietnam

On January 14, 2014, in Thanh Hoa, Mr. Teerasak Mongkolpod and the NEDA advisor responsible for
a Feasibility Study and Detailed Design of Than Hoa Obstetrics and Gynecology Hospital, Thann Hoa province,
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, participated in a meeting with members of the Thanh Hoa Provincial
People’s Committee and Vietnam'’s Project Examination and Acceptance Committee; to consider the inception
report for the project.
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i
Monl’ronng of Road Construction Progresses in Laos

Mr. Teerasak Mongkolpod visited Lao PDR to follow up the progress of the Poodoo (Ban Kok District
in Uttaradit) - Paklay (Xayaburi) Road Construction Project, as well as surveying the R11 route in the section of
Khok Khaodor — Sanakham — Ban Vang — Nam Sang. Between January 6-8, 2014, Mr. Teerasak also met with
representatives of Lao PDR’s Ministry of Public Works and Transportation, to speed up project implementation
and get an update on progresses, problems and obstacles.
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Meeting with Bhutan Ambassador to Thailand

Mr. Perames Vudthitornetiraks paid a visit
to H.E. Kesang Wangdi, the Kingdom of Bhutan’s
Ambassador to Thailond, to discuss guidelines related
to Thailand’s financial and technical assistance to
Bhutan, on March 11, 2014 at the Bhutan Embassy in

Bangkok.

Visit to Myanmar’s Poverty Eradication Project

Mr. Teerasak Mongkolpod, accompanied by Thai Ambassador to Myanmar,
Board and Mae Fah Luang Foundation, visited the Project of Alternative Development for Sustainable Life at Yenangyaung Township, Magway District, Myanmar, January
28-30, 2014. Knowledge sharing and assistance was provided by Maoe Fah Luang Foundation representatives for the enhancement of quality of life of the local people,
with respect to public health, water resource, livestock and farming for the purpose of poverty eradication.

5 v a =
waisau all.an uazAugununIunisiiunaigau dihl.
am mimﬂagﬂmmﬁmwﬁﬁ fywuazglassauadasanis
399IN9TUN 4-5 Tunpu 2557

Monitoring of Pakse Airport Project

Mr. Perames Vudthitornetiraks followed up
the Pakse Airport Improvement Project, Phase 2 in
Pakse, Champasak Province of Lao PDR. An update
was given by Mr. Inthanousone Sisanonh, Civil Avi-
ation Department Deputy Director and his team on
the progress, problems and obstacles of the project,
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“Conventional

Training for Neighbouring Countries’ Officers

Mr. Perames Vudthitornetiraks, NEDA Vice
President and Mr. Channarong Chuacharoen, Vice
President (Office of Business Development), Aeronauti-
cal Radio of Thailand, joined in the opening ceremony
of a fraining session “Conventional Navigatfion Aids,
ILS Maintenance” for 12 officers from Cambodia, Lao
PDR, Vietham, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. The fraining.
held at Suvarnabhumi Airport’s aqir fraffic control
tower between February 24 and March 4, 2014,
was aimed at providing knowledge on the mainte-
nance of instrument landing system (ILS) to relevant
officers.
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NEDA signed Record of Discussions (ROD) for the
technical assistance on the Feasibility Study and
Detailed Design on the Construction of The Three
Pagodas Pass / Payatongsue - Thanphyuzayat (Section
of Payatongsue Town - Chaungsone)

Mr. Teerasak Mongkolpod and U Kyaw Linn,
Managing Director of Public Works, Myanmar’s Ministry
of Construction, signed Record of Discussions (ROD) for
the tfechnical assistance on the Feasibility Study and De-
tailed Design on the Construction of The Three Pagodas
Pass / Payatongsue - Thanphyuzayat (Section of Payatongsue
Town - Chaungsone) and the Border Crossing Facilities (BCF),

March 4-5, 2014. between February 26-27, 2014 ot Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.
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representatives of the Bureau of the Budget, Office of the Narcotics Control
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NEDA Background

The Neighbouring Countries Economic Development Cooperation Agency
(Public Organization), or NEDA, was founded on May 17, 2005. Under the su-
pervision of Thailand’s Minister of Finance, the agency serves as an important
mechanism to implement the government’s international economic policy.

NEDA functions in adherence to the policy of the government to pro-
mote relationships and cooperation with the neighbouring countries, with respect
to economic and social development at the subregional and regional level.
Its mission is to function within a variety of economic cooperative frameworks,
e.g., Ayeyawady - Chao Phraya - Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy
(ACMECS), Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) and Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), as well as other
bilateral frameworks, for mutual sustainability, strength and prosperity.

The core principle for NEDA is to cooperate with Cambodia, Lao PDR,
Myanmar and Vietham, for the benefit of economic development in these
countries. The scope of cooperation has extended to include Bhutan, Sri Lanka
and Timor-Leste. Financial and technical assistance has been granted to gov-
ernment agencies, state entferprises or public financial institutions to implement
projects of infrastructural, economic and social development within recipient
countries, towards proliferating bilateral trade, tourism and investment between
Thailand and our neighbours.

This economic cooperation has also been designed to enhance
greater connectivity and standards of economic and social infrastructure for
the assistance target recipients, in particular to improve basic utilities and the
quallity of life for these regional populations, ahead of the realization of AEC in
2015. In implementing these development projects, closer relationships between
Thailand and the neighbouring governments have been further nurtured. ®
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